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October 8, 2013

The Honorable Chuck Hagel
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Hagel:

Prior to the existing lapse in federal funding, Congress and the President made it clear
that there should be no disruption in pay and allowances for the men and women serving in
uniform and their families. Contrary to this assertion and authority provided under H.R. 3210
(P.L. 113-99), the Department of Defense (DoD), through a careless legal interpretation, is now
mistakenly denying payments of Death Gratuity and other benefits to the families of those who
make the ultimate sacrifice.

The intent of Congress was to permit DoD to honor all payment and allowances to
servicemembers. Specifically, Death Gratuity is a benefit that is promptly paid upon the death of
a servicemember and is intended to provide what is often much-needed financial support to
grieving families. Nothing about how the benefit is processed and paid takes away from the fact
that payment occurs only when someone gives their life in service to the country.

Since DoD has determined that it cannot provide this benefit, I am at a loss about why
DoD did not take a more active role in notifying Congress and insisting that changes in law
occur immediately. As Congress considers courses of corrective action, it remains my firm
belief that H.R. 3210 provides the authority to issue payment of Death Gratuity and other
appropriate pay and allowances. The Department’s decision to not make these payments is a
matter of choice. And until a correction is made to the law, it is up to you to make the
appropriate judgment based on a more correct interpretation. Insisting Congress is needed to fix
the situation overstates the complexity of the problem and deflects responsibility.

Thank you for your time in addressing this important matter. I look forward to hearing of
your decision.
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Sincerely,

Member of Congress

www.hunter.house.gov



